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the contrary that for those who are capable of it it is a supreme 1870-1874
intellectual training—the claims he made for it went far beyond those A#e *8"21
which can be urged for a serviceable mental gymnastic. But let him
speak on this subject himself:
" The claim I make for them " (classical studies), he says in a Beotorial
Address some thirty years later, " covers much wider ground. The man
who has studied literature, and particularly the literature of the Ancient
World, as a student should, and as only a student can—I am not speakiaag
of those to whom it has been merely a distraction or a pastime—such a
man possesses resources which, if he is wise, he would not barter for a
King's ransom. He finds among men of like training with himself a bond
of fellowship, a freemasonry of spirit and understanding, which softens
the asperities and survives the convicts of professional or political rivalry.
He need never be alone, for he can, whenever he pleases, invoke tho
companionship of the thinkers and the poets. He is always annexing
new intellectual and spiritual territory, with an infinitude of fresh
possibilities, without slackening his hold upon or losing his zest for th©
old. There is hardly a sight or sound in nature, a passion or emotion or
purpose in man, a phase of conduct, an achievement of thought, a situation
in life—tragic or comic, pathetic or ironical—which is not illuminated
for him by association with the imperishable words of those who have
interpreted, with the vision and in the language of genius, the meaning
of the world/*1
For the present, however, the enjoyment of these impalpable
blessings had in his case to yield to the urgent business of making a
livelihood: and perhaps the most valuable material service Oxford
rendered him was by furnishing an arena for his outstanding gift of
speech. It was his performances at the Union which brought him
the first fruits of recognition and repute, and marked him, indelibly
as a man who would be heard of later. After he left the University,
the obscurity from which he had emerged seemed for a long time to
engulf him again* But the candle lit at Oxford was not put out.
The suggestion and promise of greatness clung to his name through
long years of seemingly thankless struggle and when, quite suddenly,
they received visible confirmation, many could truthfully declare
that they had never doubted the outcome.
Among these was the head of his College, " Asquith will got on;
he is so direct/* had been Jowett's summing up. When Aequith
went up to Balliol, Jowett had newly succeeded Scott in the Master-
ship, The relationship therefore of tutor and pupil, within whose
ambit Jowett's most distinctive work was done, never subsisted be-
tween them. Their contact nevertheless at breakfasts, on long walks,
and tfc Modern World*  Inaugural Address 00 Beotor of
1907.

